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Future Programs 

Links 

Club Photos  
Club Facebook Page 
Club Website 
DACdb 
District 5030 Website 

 

Meeting Location 
Seattle Yacht Club 
1807 E. Hamlin St. 
Seattle, WA 98112 

To join via Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/88235453974  

When:  Fridays 

Business:  12:00-12:30 pm 
Lunch:       12:30-1:00 pm 
Program:  1:00-1:30 pm 

 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 

University District Rotary 

Club Bulletin 
 
 

Tuesday, April 1, 2025 

PH: (206) 542-7070  Linda Fukuda, President  PO Box 31125, Seattle, WA 98103 

Club Bulletin Deadline 

Monday at 2:00 pm 
Send ads & photos 

in .jpg.  For January, 
2025, send material to: 
paulalaschober@gmail.com 

Apr 11 
ESC:  Duwamish project 

Apr 18 
No meeting-Good Friday 

Apr 25 
Club fundraiser:  
URoCk2025 

May 2 
No meeting:  SYC Opening 
Day 

 Program for April 4  

“Meet and Greet” your fellow Rotarians (on Zoom) 
Share your Rotary inspiration and experiences 

URock 2025, University District Rotary Annual Gala  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/32165293@N02/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-the-University-District-Seattle/128505537182229
http://www.udrotary.org
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary
http://rotarydistrict5030.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88235453974
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88235453974
mailto:Paula.Laschober@seattle.gov
https://event.auctria.com/2f9e265c-583a-48dc-8e4a-503d13c5cd49/


 

 2 

 

  

URock 2025, University District Rotary Annual Gala  

https://event.auctria.com/2f9e265c-583a-48dc-8e4a-503d13c5cd49/
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Request for Rotary Flags 

Our Club President, Linda Fukuda, requests that any members who have Rotary flags from other 
clubs bring them to a meeting.  We used to have flags as decorations on our luncheon tables and 
Linda would like to revive the tradition. 

URock 2025, University District Rotary Annual Gala  

https://event.auctria.com/2f9e265c-583a-48dc-8e4a-503d13c5cd49/
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2 Ways To Donate Clothes and Household Goods (by Rick Jones) 

Over the past year our club has been working closely with 
two entities that re-purpose and distribute lightly-used 
clothes and household goods. It’s easy to access and 
here’s how to do it: 

Solid Ground works to help folks settle into a permanent 
home, often for the first time. Their clients are coming 
from short-term housing, incarceration, or a refugee 
situation. These folks need all the items it takes to 

establish a home, often for a family.  

Used but working small appliances (coffeemakers, toasters, toaster 
ovens, hand mixers, blenders, etc.) along with dishes, glasses, cutlery, 
bakeware, pans, etc. are all needed.  Additionally, clothes that are 
workplace suitable are needed for both men and women. 

The University District Family YMCA works 
in our neighborhood and is directly helping people, often in deep poverty and often 
living on the street or in cars.  They have an appetite for warm clothes and rain 
resistant clothes for both men and women. Especially sought after are belts and 
shoes/boots. 

Do you have some of the above items you wish to put back to work? Reach out to 
Rick Jones at threepointoh@comcast.net and you can coordinate a time for a pick-
up at your home or a drop-off at SYL on a Friday. Even better, you can hand your 
items off at the 3rd Sunday of the month YMCA grab n go lunch prep event. 

Paul Harris Fellow Awards Presented to Three Club Members 

Last Friday, March 28, Rosemary 
Aragon, Rotary Foundation Chair for 
our club, presented PHF awards to 
three club members, who were asked 
to say a few words about why they 
give to the Foundation.   

The club members who received the 
awards were:  Lawrie Payne PHF+6, 
Linda Fukuda PHF+4 & PHF+5 and Kay 
Rodriguez PHF+6 & PHF+7.  

PHF awards, represented by a pin with 
an appropriate number of embedded 
gemstones, are given based on each 
$1,000 donated by or on behalf of an 
awardee. 

To learn about the various levels of 
Rotary Foundation donor recognition, 
see Recognition | Rotary International. 

Rosemary, Kay, Linda and Lawrie 

mailto:threepointoh@comcast.net
https://www.rotary.org/en/donate/recognition
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New Club Members Inducted (by Rosemary Aragon) 

ROBERT DELGARDO & TRACEY 
DELGARDO INDUCTION 
MARCH 28, 2025 

“For nearly 3 decades, Coach 
Delgardo and his extraordinary 
wife, Tracey, have been pillars 
of service-both seen and 
unseen- in southeast Seattle.” 

This is a quote from a Black 
History Today article in the 
February 12, 2025 Rise Up for 
Students blog Black History 
Today: Robert Delgardo, 
beloved coach with a living 
legacy of light and love — Rise 
Up for Students.  

LET’S MEET ROBERT 
DELGARDO FIRST.   

Robert is an educator, coach, 
and entrepreneur. 

He taught and coached for 22 years in Seattle public schools.  For 21 years, he coached men’s basketball at 
Rainer Beach High School. He was a coach with AAU (Amateur Athletic Union) youth basketball starting in 
2000. This is a highly competitive basketball league that focuses on young athletes 15-18 years old.  It is 
known for its nationwide reach. Coach Delgardo, as 
many have called him, shaped not just athletes but 
leaders, scholars, and men of character. 

Robert has been a driving force behind community 
empowerment, tirelessly fighting against 
gentrification and advocating for equitable 
development. He is the Chairman of Northwest 
Black Pioneers, an organization with which he has 
been associated since 1999.   

Northwest Black Pioneers provides academic 
support, a college prep program, scholarships and 
group tours to the 22 HBCU (Historic Black Colleges 
& Universities). Robert says that he focuses on 
developing strong connections with the students, 
to build trust and communication. This leads to 
better engagement and a genuine relationship.   

(continued on next page)    

Rosemary Aragon introduces Robert (to her right) and Tracey Delgardo, with their sponsor, 
Raymond Connell (at left) 

HBCU college tour group 

http://www.riseupforstudents.org/
http://www.riseupforstudents.org/
https://www.riseupforstudents.org/blog/black-history-today-robert-delgardo
https://www.riseupforstudents.org/blog/black-history-today-robert-delgardo
https://www.riseupforstudents.org/blog/black-history-today-robert-delgardo
https://www.riseupforstudents.org/blog/black-history-today-robert-delgardo
https://www.riseupforstudents.org/blog/black-history-today-robert-delgardo
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New Club Members Inducted (continued) 

For families, his focus is to ensure that parents and guardians feel involved and invested in their child’s 
education and future. This partnership can lead to increased support at home, a better understanding of the 
students’ needs, and collaboration to address any challenges and take advantage of opportunities. Bottom 
line: a more inclusive educational experience for everyone involved.  

Robert is also involved with leading the Rainier Beach Resource Center and M.A.R.S. Early learning Academy. 

Robert grew up in Seattle (the Central area and Rainier Beach). He graduated from Central Washington 
University. 

Something you wouldn’t know about Robert: In 2014 he took a group of NBA Minor League G League 
professional basketball players on a 30-day showcase tour to  Shanghai, Zining, and Beijing.  They showcased 
their talents with the possibility of receiving bigger contracts with one of the European professional 
basketball teams.    

NOW TO INTRODUCE TRACEY DELGARDO 

Tracey is an educator and an entrepreneur.  

She is the Chairman of M.A.R.S. (Math, Art, Reading, and Science) 
early learning academy.  MARS is a Dual Language (English/Spanish) 
Early Learning Academy that takes an approach to learning and 
development which incorporates areas of Mathematics, Arts, 
Reading (Literacy), and Science/Social Studies. It serves children 
ages 3 months to 5 years old. 

Tracey has been in the Education and Early Learning field for 32 
years. She began this journey with HeadStart in 1992 at the First 
A.M.E. Church. This is where she gained her passion to serve and 
empower children, teachers, and families. She co- owned and 
operated Toddler Tech Child Center for over 18 years, serving 
infants to 12-year-olds.  A shift in her focus began to take shape in her heart and mind when she was at 
Toddler Tech.  It was in the early 2000s, when she started taking Early Childhood Education classes, that her 
passion for working with children from birth to 5 years grew rapidly…like wildfire. 

Tracey worked for Seattle Schools for nine years, 2014-2023.  Her work as a Human Resources Employment 
Services professional honed her skills in attracting, selecting, and retaining top talent. She has used that 
professionally since. 

Tracey was born in St. Louis and moved to Seattle in the early 1970s.  

She is a Husky! She has a master’s degree in education from the UW.  She also holds a BS in Business-HR 
Management from the University of Phoenix.  

BTW, Tracey and Robert have 13 grandchildren. All but one living locally.  

Something special about Tracey. She  told me that when she looks back on her life, she realized that her 
passion for serving and caring for others began when she was a young girl. She’s always felt a strong 
connection to older people...starting with her regular visits to her grannie’s house to clean and do laundry, 
and helping others in the facility. That caring is similarly characteristic of her commitment to early childhood 
education. 
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NEED ROTARIANS to JOIN US May 3 for Duwamish River Restoration service day 
(by Dave Spicer, Chair, Rotary District 5030 ESC) 

Calling on UDRC Rotarians to join us for a 
Rotary District-wide service project to help 
restore the Duwamish River on Saturday,  
May 3, 9 am-1 pm. 

As Chair of our District 5030 Environmental 
Sustainability Committee, I am looking for 
several of our Rotarians, (including family 
members or friends), to join us on April  19. 
We expect to get a number of Rotarians from 
other clubs as well. Our very own ESC, 
chaired by Sally Porter Smith, is endorsing 
this project. 

Our work will include removing invasive 
species and planting indigenous trees and 
shrubbery.  It is a great day to do something 
special for Mother Earth. 

We will meet at 9 am and will have George 
Blumberg, historian with the Port of Seattle, 
share about the major cleanup being 
coordinated by the EPA as a Superfund site.  

We will also have someone from the 
Duwamish Nation share about the native 
history going back 10,000 years in connection 
with the Duwamish River. 

There will be coffee and donuts at 9:00 am 
followed by a vegetarian lunch served 12:30-
1:00 pm.  

Please let me know asap if you are interested.  
Contact dspicer@davespicerlaw.com. 

Only need to bring boots appropriate for working in the 
mud and working gloves plus a water bottle. Tools and 
porto potty provided on site as well as all plants and 
shrubbery. 

Forty (40) people is our quota for this dynamic service day 
so if you are interested let me know asap.   

We are coordinating this effort with Carmen Martinez and 
the Duwamish River Community Coalition. 

Join us for this very engaging outing!!! 

mailto:dspicer@davespicerlaw.com
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Report on Camping Gear Funded by UDRC in June 2024 (by Sally Porter Smith) 

The youth camping gear for the project described below was funded by a $4,054 grant from our club:  
$1,500 from the ESC and the remainder from the President’s Discretionary Account. 
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Our Rotary Club has funded several Community Service projects on behalf of the PlayGarden. 
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 Upcoming Club Activities and Deadlines 

Apr 3  6:00-7:00 pm.  Service Fund Board meeting, Zoom.  Contact Paula Laschober, plaschober@gmail.com. 

Apr 7  3:00 pm, Zoom.  Membership meeting.  Contact Lisa Latchford, lisa@foxassociatesllc.com. 

Apr 14  4:00-5:30 pm.  Club Board meeting.  Contact Linda Fukuda, lindaelif@gmail.com. 

Apr 19  7:30-4:30.  2025 District 5030 Symposium.  Register:  2025 District 5030 Learning Symposium Registration Form  

Apr 20  11:00-1:30.  Make Grab-n-Go lunches for neighbors in need at the University Family YMCA.  Contact Rick 
   Jones, threepointoh@comcast.net to register. 

Apr 25  UDRC fundraising event, Seattle Yacht Club, lunchtime.  Theme:  Celebrating Giving.  Contact Sally Porter 
   Smith, sallypor789@gmail.com. 

May 1  6:00-7:00 pm.  Service Fund Board meeting, Zoom.  Contact Paula Laschober, plaschober@gmail.com. 

May 3  9:00-1:00.  District 5030 environmental project to remove invasive plant species and plant indigenous ones 
   along the Duwamish River.  See article in this bulletin.  Contact Dave Spicer:  dspicer@davespicerlaw.com. 

May 3  2:30-5:30.  Off to the Races! 2025 Kentucky Derby Party.  Lisa Edwards’ house, includes authentic Derby  
   meal and mint juleps.  Suggested donation $25+.  All proceeds benefit the Service Fund (our foundation).  
   Sign up with Sally Porter Smith, sallypor789@gmail.com.   Limit = 25. 

May 12  4:00-5:30 pm.  Club Board meeting.  Contact Linda Fukuda, lindaelif@gmail.com. 

May 15  1:00 pm.  Volunteers needed to prepare meals for Ronald McDonald House.  Contact Angie Jimenez at 
   gejim22@yahoo.com. 

May 20  11:30-1:00.  PlayGarden Luncheon fundraiser, Four Seasons Hotel, 99 Union St.  See ad in this bulletin. 

June 5  6:00-7:00 pm.  Service Fund Board meeting, Zoom.  Contact Paula Laschober, plaschober@gmail.com. 

June 9  4:00-5:30 pm.  Club Board meeting.  Contact Linda Fukuda, lindaelif@gmail.com. 

Jun 21-25 Rotary International Convention, Calgary, Canada.  Register at:  convention.rotary.org. 

Jun 29  Pawzapalooza pet parade and party.  Contact Carol Butler, peabody087@gmail.com. 

July 3  6:00-7:00 pm.  Service Fund Board meeting, Zoom.  Contact Paula Laschober, plaschober@gmail.com. 

University Service Fund 
The Foundation of the Rotary Club of the University 

District is called “University Rotary Service Fund.”  It 

is a charitable organization with a 501(c)(3) tax-

exempt status.  The Service Fund’s EIN, or tax ID, is  

91-1123239. 

 

 

The Rotary Foundation 
The mission of The Rotary Foundation of Rotary 
International is to enable Rotarians to advance world 
understanding, goodwill, and peace through the 
improvement of health, the support of education, 
and the alleviation of poverty.  Donate at:  https://
www.rotary.org/en/donate.   

mailto:plaschober@gmail.com
mailto:lindaelif@gmail.com.
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=B4slSHIsTUi06z0nkBoYX8v72lffLcNOswJEf7yZAb5UQjUzSFRMU0dJVUM0RVk3VjlQSEJJQzg1WS4u&route=shorturl
mailto:threepointoh@comcast.net
mailto:sallypor789@gmail.com
mailto:plaschober@gmail.com
mailto:dspicer@davespicerlaw.com
mailto:lindaelif@gmail.com.
mailto:plaschober@gmail.com
mailto:lindaelif@gmail.com.
convention.rotary.org
mailto:peabody087@gmail.com
mailto:plaschober@gmail.com
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